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Calvin was born in France in 1509 ; he had been
intended for the Church, but had turned to the
law. Even as a student he had been a stern and
unbending critic and had earned for himself the
name of" the accusative case " among his fellows.
He fled from France to escape persecution on
religious grounds and, after a short stay in Italy,
settled in Geneva in 1536. Geneva was a free city
which had won its independence from the Duke
of Savoy and was governed by a council of two
hundred citizens. Calvin's theories were not at
first acceptable to the people, and in 1538 he left
Geneva. In 1541, however, he was begged to
return, and then he started to develop the
organisation which gave rise to the Presbyterian
Church.
In Geneva there existed no Catholic menace,
since - although Calvin's ideas were not without
opponents - the reformed religion had been
accepted by all parties. Calvin's duty as he saw it
was to lay down a system of government for the
Protestants, and he had already, in his twenty-
seventh year, published his Institutes of the Christian
Religion, in which he expressed his views on the
proper organisation of the reformed Church.
Two bodies were appointed, one consisting of six
pastors, the* other of twelve lay members j these
eighteen representatives formed the Consistory,
which controlled all .ecclesiastical matters- The
civil authority, according to Calvin's view, must